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REMARKS 

The undersigned acknowledges the courteous treatment accorded to Mr. 
Belkin during the course of a personal interview held on May 17, 2006. The 
following reflects the arguments presented by Mr. Belkin. During the interview, 
the Examiner made a suggestion as to language (ie, change “central" axis to 
"longitudinal” axis) which has been adopted in this amendment 

Allowance of claims 27 and 28 is noted. 

Claims 15, 16 and 21-26 were rejected as being unpatentable over 
Rhodes et al, 5,687,978. 

Rhodes discloses a load carrier with rotatable handles at ends of frame 
assembly 16, the handles functioning as kickstands in a lower position and as 
handles in an upper position, as in the present invention. 

In the present invention, each horizontal support member has a separate 
handle at each end, and each handle rotates in a plane which is at right angles to 
the central axis of each horizontal member whereas in the reference there is a 
single handle at each end of the cart and each handle rotates in a vertical plane 
parallel to the central axis of the horizontal frame members. One significance of 
this difference in structure is that in the present invention, the load carrier may be 
shorter in length for the equivalent load of the patent’s carrier. This could be 
significant where the load carrier is being used to carry a stretcher as in the 
present invention. 

Independent claim 15 has been amended to limit the claimed subject 
matter to a stretcher carrier and recite the differences in the handle structure as 
described in the previous paragraph and is believed to distinguish clearly over 
the reference. Depending claim 16 adds details of the operation of the handles. 

Independent claim 21 has been amended to recite details of the handle 
members including the orientation of their rotation as described above and that 
they are independently rotatable which distinguishes clearly over the reference 
since there is a single handle at each end of the cart in the reference. 
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Depending claims 22-24 have been amended to recite details of the 
handles which clearly differ from Rhodes. In the present invention, each handle 
has two grips, a first one in line with each horizontal member and a second, outer 
grip parallel to the first grip. Rhodes has no comparable configuration. In this 
invention, such an arrangement contributes to a great deal of flexibility in the use 
of the carrier and also may be more economical to manufacture. 

In view of the foregoing, it is urged that the claims in their present form 
clearly distinguish patentable over Rhodes. 

Applicant submits that the application is in condition for allowance, which 
allowance is earnestly solicited. 

The Examiner is requested to call the undersigned in the event that other 
changes are required to obtain allowance of the application. 

A favorable action is solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: May 8 , 2006 



226 Old Country Road 
Melville, NY 11747-2712 
(631) 361-8737 
pat8 




Alfred ffl. Walker 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 29,983 
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Certificate of Fax Transmission 

I hereby certify that the attached correspondence is being deposited by 
Fax to 571-273-8300 on May 18. 2006 
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